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NEWSMAKERS 


ABC dumps 
‘Roseanne’ 

after star’s 
racist tweet 


ABC canceled its hit 
“Roseanne” reboot 
following Roseanne 
Barr’s racist tweet 
that referred to 
former Obama 
adviser Valerie Jarrett 
as a product of the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
and the “Planet of 
the Apes.” PAGE A2 


Brinson+Banks / NYT 
Roseanne Barr ended 
her first comeback 
season last week. 


NATION 


Missouri’s 
governor quits 
amid scandals 


Eric Greitens, a 
44-year-old Rhodes 
Scholar and ex-Navy 
SEAL, resigns amid 
investigations 
stemming from an 
extramarital affair 
and campaign 
finance questions. 
PAGE A2 


BUSINESS 


China trade war 
is back on 


The Trump 
administration 
injects a fresh layer 
of uncertainty into its 
trade dispute with 
China, saying it 
would impose tariffs 
and other punitive 
measures on Beijing 
after all. PAGE B1 


CITY | STATE 


Coffee drinkers 
left needing fix 


In Houston, 
would-be customers 
flock to various 
Starbucks stores, 
only to be turned 
away as workers 
undergo anti-bias 
training. PAGE A3 


Starbucks closed all 
of its 8,000 stores 
around the country. 


Study: Storm killed 4,600 in Puerto Rico 


Findings important amid concerns 
government tally was an undercount 


By Sheri Fink 


NEW YORK TIMES 


As hurricane season be- 
gins this week, experts are 
still trying to count the 
number of deaths caused 
by last year’s devastating 
Hurricane Maria in Puer- 
to Rico. The latest esti- 
mate: roughly 4,600, many 


of them from delayed 
medical care. 

Residents of Puerto 
Rico died at a significantly 
higher rate during the 
three months following 
Maria than they did in the 
prev ious year, according 
to the results of a new 
study by a group of inde- 
pendent researchers from 


the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health 
and other institutions. 
The researchers say 
their estimate, published 
Tuesday in the New En- 
gland Journal of Medicine, 
remains imprecise, with 
more definitive studies 
still to come. But the find- 
ings, which used methods 
that have not been previ- 
ously applied to this disas- 
ter, are important amid 
widespread concerns that 


the government’s tally of 
the dead, 64, was a dra- 
matic undercount. 

Winds, flooding and 
landslides swept away 
homes and knocked out 
power, water and cellular 
service, which remained 
largely unrepaired for 
months. 

An analysis of vital sta- 
tistics by the New York 
Times last December 
found that 1,052 more peo- 
ple than usual died across 


the island in the 42 days af- 
ter the storm. Other news 
organizations, including 
Puerto Rico’s Center for 
Investigative Journalism 
and CNN, and Alexis Raúl 
Santos, a demographer at 
Penn State, have also chal- 
lenged the government’s 
figure, finding evidence 
for hundreds of excess 
deaths in the weeks fol- 
lowing the hurricane. 
Researchers for this lat- 
Study continues on All 


Santa Fe students face 
‘heart-wrenching’ day 


RETURNING TO CLASSES: More COUNSELORS IN SCHOOLS: 
Hundreds of well-wishers Inside 
show support for school » Family and 
friends say 
By Shelby Webb goodbye at the By Alejandra Matos 
funeral for 
Lidia Cleveland had offered to be Kimberly 


with her son when he walked into San- 
ta Fe High School on Tuesday. 

She wanted to make sure he felt sup- 
ported, although the senior, Jacob Hin- 
ton, said he wanted to return on his 


own. 


Still, the 17-year-old was far from 


alone. 


Hundreds of well-wishers joined 
Cleveland along the side of Texas 6 in 
front of the high school on Tuesday 
morning as students returned for clas- 
ses for the first time since a May 18 mass 
shooting that killed 10 people and in- 
jured 13 others. A 17-year-old student 
has been charged with capital murder 


in the killings. 


Santa Fe continues on A10 


Vaughan, who 
was a freshman 
at Santa Fe 
High School. 
Page A3 


» Local leaders 
say there will 
be an increased 
police and 
clergy presence 
this week in 
Aldine, Hous- 
ton and Spring 
school districts. 
Page A3 


Marie D. De Jesús / Houston Chronicle 
Students and staff from Alvin High School, who finished their school year Friday, were on hand at 
Santa Fe High School on Tuesday to help welcome back students and teachers. 


serve. 


Abbott wants more; state 
law doesn’t require them 


AUSTIN — In the aftermath of the 
mass shooting at Santa Fe High School, 
Gov. Greg Abbott has repeatedly 
stressed the vital role school counselors 
and mental health professionals play in 
identifying troubled students. 

Texas law, though, does not require 
schools to hire counselors, psycholo- 
gists or social workers, and there is no 
cap on how many students they can 


In Houston, there is one counselor 
for every 1,100 students, one of the high- 
est caseloads in the state. On average, 
there are 430 students to every counsel- 
or in Texas, well above the American 
School Counselor Association’s recom- 
mended caseload of one counselor per 

Counselors continues on A10 


Players 
getting 
rich on 
lawsuits 


Jackpot returns 
from major cases 
attract investors 


By L.M. Sixel 


Private equity and 
hedge funds have found a 
new way to get richer: Fi- 
nancing lawsuits in ex- 
change for a cut of the win- 
nings. 

The investment funds, 
which have raised billions 
of dollars to funnel into 
promising cases, have be- 
come a rich source of cash 
for lawyers to acquire cas- 
es, buy advertising, recruit 
clients and underwrite ex- 
penses. If the lawyers win, 
private equity backers can 
pocket up to six times their 
initial investments, 
amounting to as much as 
50 percent of a settlement 
or trial verdict. 

This large and growing 
pool of money has opened 
the door for lawyers to 
gamble on big cases 
against big companies in- 
volving thousands of vic- 
tims and millions of dol- 
lars in damages, but it also 
raises questions of wheth- 
er lawyers will act in the 
best interest of clients or 
their financiers, who 
might prefer a quick settle- 
ment over a lengthy trial. 
In addition, the cuts taken 
by private equity and 
hedge funds can be so high 
that clients who win 
awards on paper may end 
up with as little as 10 cents 
on dollar, legal experts say. 

“Tt’s like the white-collar 
version of pay-day loans,” 
said Houston lawyer John 
Zavitsanos. 

Litigation finance has 
been around for more than 
a decade, but only in re- 
Litigation continues on Au 


Astrodome receives historical marker 


‘ 


Trump administration defends 
family separations at border 


By Lomi Kriel 


President Donald Trump’s ad- 
ministration doubled down 
Tuesday on its new policy of 
prosecuting immigrant parents 
and separating their children, 
saying it is jailing those who 
break the law by crossing the 
border without permission and 
placing their children in federal 
foster care as required. 

Senior White House officials 
also sought to push the blame for 
what they called a “crisis” at the 
border to Democrats, saying they 
would not support undoing fed- 


eral laws that the administration 
has said encouraged families, 
many of them Central American 
asylum seekers, to come here. 
“If we had those fixes in feder- 
al law, the migration crisis from 
Central America would largely 
be solved in a very short time,” 
said Stephen Miller, the presi- 
dent’s top adviser on immigra- 
tion policy. “Families would be 
able to be kept together and sent 
home safely and expeditiously.” 
Trump said this weekend that 
Democrats must end a “horrible 
law” separating families. In fact, 


Io, “é 


itis his own administration’s “ze- 


ro tolerance” strategy on prose- 
cutions that has caused hun- 
dreds of children to be removed 
from their parents and placed in 

temporary government care. 
The White House’s mounting 
defense of the practice came as 
outrage over the treatment of im- 
migrant children in government 
custody reached a fevered pitch, 
fueled by a viral, though inaccu- 
rate, weekend campaign on so- 
cial media. Featuring the hash 
tag #Wherearethechildren, it 
largely focused on the govern- 
ments own admission last 
Policy continues on A10 


Brett Coomer / Houston Chronicle 
Dene Hofheinz, daughter of the late Judge Roy Hofheinz, 
who is most associated with the creation of the Astrodome, 
embraces her son Dinn Mann at the dedication of a Texas 
State Historical Marker. Story on page A3. 
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